Medically induced drug addiction.
Iatrogenic, or medically induced, drug addiction is a problem affecting both patients and physicians. We describe the function of a new center devoted solely to managing iatrogenic addiction. The center accepts patients on physician referral only. The addiction usually arises as a complication of a medical disorder that is accompanied by pain and requires comprehensive and multidisciplinary evaluation and treatment. Detoxification from the offending medication, provision of chronic analgesia, and maintenance are managed with methadone. All appropriate modalities of treatment including psychotherapy, physical therapy, and relaxation techniques are employed.